




800 Jobs and Counting  by Frank Smith

Remembering Helen Evans  by Martha Stevenson and Molly Nichols

more than 800 wake county adults, many of them 

in crisis or in need, have been placed in jobs over the last 

five years by StepUP’s Jubilee Jobs. Jubilee Jobs provides 

skilled, compassionate job preparation and placement ser-

vices to unemployed, entry-level job seekers. So far in 2009, 

Jubilee Jobs has helped 82 people gain employment.

“Jubilee Jobs continues to make a dramatic 

impact on the lives of people who are under 

some extremely difficult circumstances,” said 

Steve Swayne, Executive Director. “These 

individuals come to us for direction and hope, 

and with their hard work and effort, they get 

an opportunity to rebuild their lives.”

Darius Perry is the 800th person to com-

plete Jubilee Jobs’ rigorous week-long job 

workshop and find local employment. 

Living in a local halfway house and unem-

ployed, Darius was recommended to StepUP 

in April. Initially skeptical, he completed a one-on-one 

assessment to identify strengths and honestly address 

weaknesses. He learned how to fill out a job application and 

develop a resume. He participated in workshops dealing 

with communications skills, conflict management, dress-

ing for success and interviewing techniques.

“I learned things I thought I knew, but really didn’t,” 

Darius said. “Jubilee Jobs gave me the confidence that 

comes from knowing what to expect and taught me how 

to best present myself to an employer. I think it’s an ex-

cellent program.”

Following his training, he heard about a truck driver 

position with P & R Marketing Group’s American Way 

Thrift Stores, which collects goods for N.C. 

Children’s Promise. He was told there were 

many people applying for the job. Darius 

interviewed with the office manager and 

supervisor, and said the skills he gained from 

Jubilee Jobs served him well. He was hired 

for the position for a truck route.

“I think Jubilee Jobs can help a lot of peo-

ple,” said Darius, who eventually wants to 

run his own trucking business. “Now I know 

what to expect when I start my own company 

and have to interview others.”

Area employers increasingly recognize the value of Ju-

bilee Jobs with 160 businesses hiring program participants 

in 2008—and team looking for more partner companies 

in 2009. Thank you to all the employers past, current and 

future for your partnership in our mission of finding good 

jobs for good people.

on april 21, 2009 StepUP Ministry 

lost a dear friend and former Board 

President, Helen Wolfe Evans. 

In 1958, the Evans family moved 

to Raleigh and joined White Memo-

rial Presbyterian Church, where she 

later became acquainted with StepUP. 

Helen described StepUP as, “… a rig-

orous and rewarding program that 

provides housing, employment and educational opportuni-

ties to those willing and able to make changes in their lives 

to become self sufficient.” These words not only are part of 

StepUP’s mission statement but also describe the causes and 

commitments that marked Helen’s life. Especially blessed 

are the StepUP participants who loved her, staff members 

who respected her, and fellow board members who honor 

her with the Helen Wolfe Evans Scholarship. 

The scholarship was created in gratitude for Helen’s lead-

ership and faithful service. Helen was attracted to StepUP 

because of the determination, self-discipline and sense of 

responsibility that it instilled in participants. These qualities 

embody the characteristics of her legacy to StepUP and define 

deserving recipients of this scholarship in her memory. 

Helen also brought gifts of creativity, enthusiasm, hu-

mor, courage and faith to her commitments. Her deep faith, 

hands-on involvement and enthusiasm contributed to the 

successful growth of StepUP and its graduates. Our com-

munity is grateful for Helen Evans’ trust, determined spirit 

and compassionate stewardship that guided her service to 

our shared ministry. 
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stepup mission

StepUP Ministry is an interfaith 

community that prepares people 

who are ready and willing to 

make positive changes in their 

lives to become self-sufficient.
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Next Life Skills Graduation: September 17


