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THANKS TO HILARY 
 

By Tiarra Scarborough 
 

 Hilary Pollan is a StepUP 
volunteer that graduated from 
Broughton High School in the spring.  
She had a graduation party, but 
instead of her friends bringing gifts 
for her, she asked if they could donate 
school supplies for kids at StepUP.  
Her friends filled two large tubs with 
new school supplies.  Hilary loves the 
children at StepUP, and she wants 
them to have all the school supplies 
that they need. 
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Why You Should Visit StepUP Ministry 
 

By Daisha Spence 
 

·  There are nice, kind people in 
StepUP.  We are a family and 
we love each other.  

·  In the summer we take field 
trips to different places. 

·  We take karate.  It’s good for 
self respect. 

·  We go to the computer lab and 
do educational games on the 
computers. 

·  People come in and do arts and 
crafts. 

·  When new people come to 
StepUP, we greet them with nice 
kind words & introduce 
ourselves. 

 
Anna Garrison, volunteer, and Daisha Spence								 								
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Kaitlin Everly, Jessika Stewart, Keedah 

Stanback, Aniah Bland and Jenna Everly enjoy 
a healthy dinner at StepUP. 

 
By Keedah Stanback 

 
At StepUP, we eat healthy food.  

What we eat is a meat, a vegetable 
and a drink of lemonade, and for 
dessert everyday we eat something 
different.  If somebody is allergic, they 
will not fix that food for them. They 
call us up so we can pick our food up.  
They don’t give us stuff that is not 
good for us. 
 

 We have fun at StepUP because 
we eat and have a lot of different stuff 
to do.   So to all people we want you to 
come out and be a part.   You will 
grow and be stronger.   StepUP will 
support you and your dreams.   

 
Keedah Stanback at computer. 

�
Jordan Young, Nicholas Spence, Rondelle 

Gainous, Deante’ Baker and SECU staff with 
Fat Cat  
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By Jessika Stewart and Rondell Gainous 
 
The State Employees Credit Union 
(SECU) mascot is Fat Cat.  He is 
orange and white, and looks a little bit 
like the Cheshire cat in Alice In 
Wonderland.   According to Nick Hill, 
an employee at SECU and a volunteer 
at StepUP Children’s Program, Fat 
Cat is from Canada and he is a fun-
loving cat that children love.  Fat Cat, 
Mrs. Price and Mr. Hill came and 
taught us how to write checks, open 
savings accounts and earn interest.  
That is what Fat Cat and his friends 
came and shared with StepUP 
ministry. 

 
StepUP Children and SECU Staff enjoy Fat 

Cat’s visit. 
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Martin Lomeli with Art Durfee 

 
Mr. Art Durfee’s Visit 

 
On June 17, we had a special guest at 
StepUP.  His name was Mr. Art 
Durfee.  He is one of the people who 
has given the most to help the StepUP 
Program, especially the Children’s 
Program. 
 
 We asked him how he got 
interested in StepUP.  He first got 
interested in StepUP when he helped 
one of the first StepUP families move 
into a house.  StepUP started in 1988, 
and that is when he and his wife 
Martha got involved.   
 
 Mr. Durfee grew up as a farm 
boy in Nebraska.  He went to college 
at Cornell University.  He was about 
21 when he graduated and got his first 
job.  Mr. Durfee said it was a hard 
time to get a job and he was very 
fortunate to get the job.   
 
     He grew up in a hard time and 
farming in Nebraska was difficult.  

His parents lost their farm and he 
became interested then in the 
problems of farmers and decided 
when he got to Cornell to study ways 
to help farm people through 
Extension Agencies. 
 
     Mr. Durfee has now moved to be 
closer to his daughter, but he still 
supports the StepUP Children’s 
Ministry.   
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Deante Baker’s Basketball 
Career 

By Kadeem Stanback 
 

         I will be talking about Deante 
Baker’s basketball career. Deante is a 
participant in the StepUp children’s 
program. He is now going to 7th grade 
at Carnage Middle School. Deante 
played since he was 5 years old. He is 
now 11 years old.  
 
        Deante won 5 to 2 in a big game. 
Deante said that you have to play as a 
team to win. He still plays basketball 
for the recreational team. Deante 
loves playing basketball. He lives with 
his mom and dad now. 
 

Westbrook Plays for Eagles 
By Josiah Williams 

 
Brian Westbrook is a running 

back for the Eagles.  To be a running 
back you have to be fast, you have to 
have good hands, and you have to 
know how to catch. 
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Westbrook is 5’10’’, 203 pounds and 
28 years old.  Westbrook broke 7 
records in one season. He also was one 
out 7,000 to get picked for his team. 
With Westbrook on the team the 
Eagles went to the Super Bowl.  Now 
he’s stuck with the world’s greatest 
team.    
 

������ ��
�

Jane Mitchell Visits Argentina 
By: Rondell James 

Jane Mitchell (Director of 
Meredith Fund and also one of our 
Step UP volunteers) took a trip to 
Argentina and represented the Rotary 
Club, to help our country’s 
relationships with other countries. She 
has shown the children at StepUP 
some slides of pictures during the 
month she was in Argentina.   She also 
brought candy that she got at a 
factory in Argentina. 

 Argentina is a South American 
country, constituted as a federation of 
twenty-three provinces and an 
autonomous city. It is second in size 
on the South American continent to 
Brazil and eighth in the world. 
Argentina’s continental surface area 
occupies about 2,766,890 km between 
the Andes mountain range in the west 
and the southern Atlantic Ocean in 
the east and south. It is bordered by 
Paraguay and Bolivia in the north, 

Brazil and Uruguay in the northeast, 
and Chile in the west and south. 

 Argentina also claims 
969,464 km of Antarctica, known as 
Argentine Antarctica, overlapping 
other claims made by Chile and the 
United Kingdom.  Argentina also 
plays sports like soccer and they also 
fish.  
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Cletus Stewart, Staff Photographer 
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Kimberly Garcia and 
Tiarra Scarborough  
hard at work. 
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     While the middle and high school 
students in StepUP were writing their 
newspaper, the elementary age 
students participated each week 
during the Summer of 2008 in journal 
writing.  Below are the prompts given 
to the students, and some of their 
selected responses.  At the end of each 
writing session, children read their 
writings and celebrated each other’s 
growth. 

 
July 1:       If I Were President.. 

 
If I were President, I would clean up 
trash and I would donate to schools 
and I would help the poor.  I would 
help the community, for every one of 
them. 

- DeJohn Fields, age  8 
 
If I were President, I would help the 
poor, clean up trash, help schools, and 
put drama, singing and instruments 
class in the schools. 

- Dajohnna Fields, age 10 
 
If I were President, I would lower 
prices on a lot of things.  I would try 
to stop all the violence.  Then I would 
try to make schools better and try to 
make kids even smarter than they are. 

- Ray Scarborough, age 9 
�
If I were President, I would help 
people get money. 

- Timia Barefield, Kindergarten 

-                                  

 
Ray Scarborough writing in his journal. 

 
If I were President, I would help poor 
people and make houses for the poor 
people and clean houses, lower the 
prices for gas, and help clean the trash 
on the streets, and stop the war, and 
treat people the way they want to be 
treated, and help people, and stop all 
of the fights and stop all the bad stuff, 
and do all I can. 

- Shauntel Baker, age 8 
 
If I were President, I would make the 
gas prices lower.  I would stop the 
gang activity all around the world.  I 
wish the poor people would find 
shelter and food.  I wish that kids 
would stop acting beaten. 

- Na’im Bland, Age 9 
 
If I were President, I wish that 
everything was free. 

- Nicholas Spence, kindergarten 
 
If I were President, I would clean the 
yard and help people and their family.  
I can help schools and the people 
inside of it, and pick up the paper. 

- Diazah Stanback, age 7 
 
If I were President, I wish that 
everything is one dollar, and I wish 
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that everybody wouldn’t be mean in 
this world, and I will pray that all my 
family will be healthy.  I love my 
mom.  People that are in this 
classroom were so happy that every 
time I go home I am always giving you 
compliments. 

- Christian Spence, age 9 

�
Christian Spence sharing his writing. 

 

July 22:  I BELIEVE….. 
 

I believe I can help the poor and help  
          others get along.   
I believe that other people can see in  
          someone’s heart that they have 
          pride. 
I believe that others could be nice to 
          each other. 

- Tamara Jordan 
 
I believe that the world should be in  
         peace without violence. 

- Martin Lomeli 
 

I believe people should do good things. 
I believe George Washington had fake  
         teeth. 
I believe that friends should be nice to  
        each other. 
I believe running is good for you. 

- Chris Lewis, 3rd Grade 

            
Chris Lewis getting help from Nick Hill. 

 

I believe that you can be nice. 
I believe you can be safe. 
I believe that I can go places. 

- Diazah Stanback, age 7 

 
Hallie Houckh writing. 

 

I believe not to hurt people. 
- Hallie Houckh, age 5 

 
I believe I can be good and people  
should be nice to their families. 

- Diego Trejo, Kindergarten 
 
I believe that you should be nice to  
         people.   
I believe you should not take things 
          with not asking.   
I believe you should not call people 
           names.   
I believe you should love people.   
I believe you should respect people.   
I believe you should listen to 
           parents. 

- O’Shaela Peebles, Age 11 

The StepUPserver                                                    Page 6                                                          Summer, 2008 
 


